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We Are Family
A United Family

INTRODUCTION:

I.  On Sunday evenings we have been engaged in a study of our relationship to
one another as brothers and sisters in Christ.

A. Thus far we’ve explored two very important aspects of our relationship
together.

1. First was the need for us to have a close, loving and nurturing
relationship together as brothers and sisters in the Lord.

2. And the second area we explored were all the various ways we
can accomplish a close intimate relationship together as a spiritual
family.

[I.  But for families to prosper there must be unity — there must be a way of
handling differences among members of a family without destroying the
peace and unity that makes us one.

A. To be more specific:

1. Inthe body of Christ we have people with various levels of spiritual
maturity, various backgrounds or cultures, various traditional
beliefs, as well as various doctrinal beliefs — not ALL of which can

be supported by the Scriptures.
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2. This naturally creates an atmosphere where problems can arise
between brethren if we fail to properly understand and exercise
true Biblical fellowship.

B. So, how can true Biblical unity exist in the midst of so many
differences?

1. The answer lies in knowing how to reconcile differences that can
create disharmony, disunity, and ultimately division.

a. And the only way we can reconcile differences is to do so
through a proper understanding and application of the Word of

God.

BODY:
I.  Almost every congregation — regardless of size — has to face the reality of
diversity among its members.
A. Fortunately most of these differences are rather superficial, and don't
lead to division.
1. The solution for dealing with these types differences is rather
simple: James 2:1 — My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality (or "with respect of

persons” — literally meaning to "judge the face").
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a. In other words, don’t judge one another based on superficial
differences — before you have a chance to truly get to know
that person.

B. But other differences do pose a serious threat to the peace and unity of

God’s people.

1. There are often differences in levels of spiritual maturity.

a. This can be due to the fact that someone may be new
Christians, and haven’t had the time to grow in their
understanding of deeper spiritual truths.

b. OR, alack of spiritual maturity can be the result of self-
imposed ignorance that comes through never taking time to
read and study the Scriptures properly — and the end result is
they remain perpetually weak.

2. There are also differences in how some brethren apply Biblical
principles, or how some determine Biblical authority.

3. And this can lead to differences among brethren over what some
consider as important doctrinal issues, while others may consider
these same issues to be simply a matter of liberty or choice.

4. And there can be differences between brethren over issues that
both consider as doctrinal, and where both see the other as being

in error.
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D. These are the areas where congregations of the Lord’s people face the

greatest challenge.

1. So, how do we handle issues where these kinds of differences
exist?

2. How can we maintain peace and unity within the body of Christ
while there are doctrinal differences between us?

3. Oris it simply impossible to have unity while at the same time we
struggle with doctrinal differences.

4. Isthe only solution to divide — to go our separate ways and

establish a new congregation somewhere?

. These were some of the same issues facing churches in New Testament

times.

A. But as we take a closer look at the issues facing those brethren, there
Is one overriding command that is repeated over and over throughout
the writings of the apostles.
1. "Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."

B. Let's take a moment to look at several Scriptures together.
1. Ephesians 4:1-6 — |, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech

you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with

all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one
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another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the

bond of peace. [WHY?] 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as

you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith,

one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and

through all, and in you all.
1 Corinthians 1:10 — Now | plead with you, brethren, by the name

of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and

that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly

joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 — And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to
spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 | fed you
with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to
receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still
carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you,
are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?

Philippians 2:1-2 — Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ,
if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection

and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same

love, being of one accord, of one mind.

1 Peter 3:8-12 — Finally, all of you be of one mind, having

compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted,
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be courteous; 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but

on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that
you may inherit a blessing.

10 For "He who would love life and see good days, let him refrain
his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit. 11 Let him
turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, and His ears
are open to their prayers; but the face of the LORD is against those

who do evil."

And if this isn’t enough to convince us of the need to maintain unity,

consider one of the last prayers Jesus prayed.

1.

John 17:20-21 - "1 do not pray for these alone, but also for those

who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be

one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in You; that they also may be

one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me."

Unity among the Lord’s people is not an option, it's a command!

1.

We must maintain unity. We must be of one mind. We must all
speak the same things. We must be of one accord.
However, let me make one thing perfectly clear. We must never

maintain unity at the sacrifice of truth.
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We are never allowed to simply ignore sound Biblical truth, or in
any way compromise truth just to keep what we call unity.

Unity at the sacrifice of truth isn’t unity. It's error. And it's a
flagrant disregard for the sanctity of God’s Divinely inspired

WORD.

lll. So, let’s see if we can understand what true Biblical unity is, and how we

can attain it.

A. Let’s begin by asking this question: What is unity?

1.

To understand what unity is, we need to know how was the word

used in Scripture?

a. According to Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, the word
means: "oneness... unanimity."

b. Thayer’'s Greek-English Lexicon adds: "agreement.”

c. Vine's Expository Dictionary of NT Words defines unity as
simply being: "one."

Other words that help define unity are: "accord, harmony,

indivisibility, sameness, uniformity, unison."

And, as we have already seen from the Scriptures, unity means:

"being of one mind," of "one accord," where we all "speak the


http://thesaurus.reference.com/browse/accord
http://thesaurus.reference.com/browse/harmony
http://thesaurus.reference.com/browse/indivisibility
http://thesaurus.reference.com/browse/sameness
http://thesaurus.reference.com/browse/uniformity
http://thesaurus.reference.com/browse/unison
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same things," and where we are of the "same mind and of the

same judgment.”

But this raises another question: Is it even possible to be of the same
mind and of the same judgment over doctrinal issues?
1. The answer is yes!

a. The problem over doctrinal differences isn’t with the Bible, it's
with us. We are either misunderstanding, or misapplying what
the Bible teaches.

Look at how the church of the first century maintained doctrinal unity.
1. From the very beginning, Christians of the first century maintained
faithfulness to the apostle’s doctrine — doctrine given by God,

through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to the apostles.

a. Acts 2:42 — And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’

doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in

prayers.
b. Romans 6:17 — But God be thanked that though you were

slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of

doctrine to which you were delivered.

c. Romans 16:17 — Now | urge you, brethren, note those who

cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which

you learned, and avoid them.
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1 Timothy 1:3-4 — As | urged you when | went into Macedonia
— remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they

teach no other doctrine, 4 nor give heed to fables and endless

genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly
edification which is in faith.

1 Timothy 4:6 — If you instruct the brethren in these things,
you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the

words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have

carefully followed.

1 Timothy 4:13, 15-16 — Till | come, give attention to reading,

to exhortation, to doctrine... 16 Take heed to yourself and to

the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save

both yourself and those who hear you.

2 Timothy 3:10a — But you have carefully followed my

doctrine...

Titus 2:1 — But as for you, speak the things which are proper

for sound doctrine:

Titus 2:7-8 — in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of

good works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence,

incorruptibility, 8 sound speech that cannot be condemned...
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D. But what was this doctrine that was so frequently spoken about in

Scripture.

1. On avery basic level, the apostle’s doctrine included three

fundamental truths:

a.

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God (Acts 2:22;
3:18)

He died on the cross, was buried in a tomb, and was
resurrected from the dead (Acts 1:22; 2:24, 32)

And that salvation is only by faith in Him and by being
baptized in His name for the remission of sins (Acts 2:36-38;

3:16).

2. Butin a much broader sense, the apostle’s doctrine included

everything the apostles taught through their inspired writings —

every command, and every principle.

a.

1 Corinthians 4:17 — For this reason | have sent Timothy to
you, who is my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will

remind you of my ways in Christ, as | teach everywhere in

every church.

1 Corinthians 11:23 — (Concerning the proper way to observe

the Lord’s Supper) For | received from the Lord that which |

also delivered to you:...
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Ephesians 3:1-5 — (Concerning the process of inspiration) For
this reason |, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you
Gentiles — 2 if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of
the grace of God which was given to me for you, 3 how that by

revelation He made known to me the mystery (as | have briefly

written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may

understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in

other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has

now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and

prophets:

John 14:26- (Jesus promised the apostles they would receive
ALL TRUTH) But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father

will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to

your remembrance all things that | said to you...
John 16:13-14 — However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has

come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on

His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and
He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will

take of what is Mine and declare it to you.
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3. Therefore, we look only to the Spirit-given teachings and writings of
the apostles for the complete record of doctrinal truth — in all areas
of faith and practice.

4. And to show that this system of faith — this system of doctrinal truth
is final and complete — Jude, the Lord’s brother wrote:

a. Jude 3 — ...contend earnestly for the faith which was once for
all delivered to the saints.

E. So, how do we attain this unity — being of the same mind and same
judgment — when it comes to doctrinal issues? Allow me to suggest
three important keys.

1. First, we have to all use the same standard of truth.

a. Philippians 3:15-16 — Therefore let us, as many as are
mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise,
God will reveal even this to you. 16 Nevertheless, to the

degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same

rule, let us be of the same mind.

b. The RULE - the standard of right and wrong — must be the
same for everybody.

c. Have you ever played a board game or some other kind of
game with someone who had their own rules for how the

game should be played? It gets a little frustrating.
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But while we might be able to get away with our own rules
when it comes to a game, we can’t make our own rules when
it comes to the Word of God.

We either play by God'’s rules, or we find ourselves a rule-

breaker in the eyes of God.

2. Second, to truly understand God’s rules revealed in Scripture,

there are four things we must know.

a.

b.

We must receive the Word with all readiness (openness) of

mind, and search the Scriptures.

(1). Acts 17:11 — (Speaking of the Bereans, Luke writes)
These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica,

in that they received the word with all readiness, and

searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these

things were so.

We must handle the Word properly.
(1). 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — Be diligent to present yourself
approved to God, a worker who does not need to be

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

(2). 2 Timothy 2:15 (NASV) — Be diligent to present yourself
approved to God as a workman who does not need to be

ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.
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c. We must avoid twisting the Scriptures to fit our own
preconceived ideas.

(1). 2 Peter 3:14-16 — ...be diligent to be found by Him in
peace, without spot and blameless; 15 and consider that
the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation — as also our
beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to
him, has written to you, 16 as also in all his epistles,
speaking in them of these things, in which are some

things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable

people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the

rest of the Scriptures.

d. We must avoid seeking out teachers who will teach what we
want to hear.
(1). 2 Timothy 4:2-4 — Preach the word! Be ready in season
and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when

they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their

own desires, because they have itching ears, they will

heap up for themselves teachers: 4 and they will turn

their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to

fables.
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3. And finally, we must always remember that zeal is never an

acceptable substitute for knowledge.

a.

CONCLUSION:

Romans 10:1-3 — Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to
God for Israel is that they may be saved. 2 For | bear them
witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to

knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness,

and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not

submitted to the righteousness of God.

We can be extremely zealous about our beliefs, but if we are
ignorant of Biblical truth, our zeal won’t matter.

When Paul said they "have not SUBMITTED to the

righteousness of God," he used a word that simply meant they
have not subjected themselves to be obedient to God.
Furthermore, their ignorance couldn’t be used as an excuse.

Ignorant or not, they were still disobedient and lost.

. You would think that as much as we love and cherish the Word of God, and

as familiar as we are with the New Testament, we would be a people

characterized by unity.

A. Butthe sad truth is this: We are a divided people.



6.
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The body of Christ has been wracked with division over dozens
and dozens of issues that have literally fragmented the people of
God.

These heart-wrenching divisions have created so much distrust
and animosity that many groups have simply written off others and
no longer even consider them brothers and sisters in Christ.
Fellowship has been severed, and virtually all lines of
communication have been broken — we don'’t even talk to one
another anymore, let alone listen to one another.

As I've said before, we have even gone so far as to tag one
another with demeaning and derogatory labels such as liberal, or
anti, or apostate, or legalistic and Pharisaical, or false teacher.
And what is most sad about all this is we've come to the point
where we accept division and disunity as a fact of life — we've
simply stopped trying to do anything to bring about unity among the
people of God.

Brethren, all this needs to change.

Listen once again to the plea of the apostle Paul.

1.

Ephesians 4:1-3 — |, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech
you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with

all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one
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another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace.

2. Unity in New Testament times never came at the sacrifice of truth.

3. Rather, unity came when brethren were willing to sit down
together, and with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
and bearing with one another in love, they opened their hearts and
their minds, and they searched the Scriptures together.

4. But we can’t sit down and search the Scriptures together when we
allow walls to stand between us.

5. We need to first tear down the walls, and then reach out to our
estranged brothers and sisters in Christ to let them know it’s time
to heal the wounds and begin taking steps toward becoming
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same

judgment.

[I.  What's your attitude toward unity in the body of Christ?
A. Are you doing all you can to establish and maintain true Biblical
fellowship?
1. Do you genuinely care for and nurture your brothers and sisters in

Christ?



(We Are Family — 3) 18

2. Are you doing all you can to avoid offending the conscience of a
sincere brother or sister in Christ?

3. Are you growing and maturing as a Christian as that you can be a
source of strength and encouragement to others?

That’s what families do — they care for, nurture, protect, strengthen and

encourage one another.

1. And I've said over and over again that THIS congregation is so
blessed because we are family.

2. We do care for, nurture, protect, strengthen and encourage one
another.

3. Let's make certain we never allow disunity, disharmony and
division to destroy our family.

If you're here this evening and you’re not a part of this family, we would

love for you to become a part of our family in Christ this very moment.

1. If you've never obeyed the gospel...

2. Or, if you've wandered away from the family of God and want to

come back...



