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On the Mark  

The Most Important Verse in Romans 

by Mark Roberts 

Romans may contain more famous passages than any other book of the Bible.  The Gospel is 

“God’s power for salvation to everyone” (1:16), “all have sinned” (3:23), and sin’s wages are 

“death” (6:23).  “If God is for us who can be against us?” asks Paul in 8:31.  12:2 reminds 

disciples to resist being “conformed to the world.”  All of these verses and more remind us what 

a stellar book Romans is.  On every page something jumps out as not only important but 

memorable. 

However, while we may know famous verses in Romans what do we really know about Romans 

as a whole?  Mostly we seem intimidated and uncertain about this book of the Bible.  Its 

reputation for being complex and containing complicated lines of argumentation causes many to 

back away from Paul’s longest, and perhaps greatest, epistle.  While there is no magic formula 

that suddenly “de-complicates” Romans there is a key verse that may help your reading and 

understanding of Romans.  Surprisingly, that verse isn’t even found in Romans.  It is found in 

Acts: 

“And Paul found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife 

Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome” (18:2). 

Why is this verse so important to Romans?  All it tells us is that Paul met Aquila and Priscilla in 

Corinth when he was on his second missionary journey.  Yet notice why he met them: “Claudius 

had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome.”   

This edict of Claudius was noteworthy enough that records of it are found outside of the 

Scriptures.  Seutonius writes that Claudius expelled all the Jews because of rioting about one 

named “Chrestus.”  Most scholars accept that this must have been troubles about Jesus the 

Christ.  Was the Jewish community in Rome divided over whether Jesus was the Messiah?  Were 

these riots the kind of unrest we see over and over in Acts, where a preacher brings the Gospel to 

the synagogue and when the Gentiles begin to eagerly accept it the Jews get jealous and cause 

troubles?  We don’t have all the details but we do know that in AD 49 all Jews had to leave 

Rome. 

Think of the impact on the church there.  We do not know who started the church in Rome but it 

almost certainly was Jewish in its origins.  Jews believed in the one God of Scripture, they had 

the Scriptures and they were looking for the Messiah.  The Gospel was truly “to the Jew first, 

and also to the Greek.”  So at the outset the congregation would be dominated by Jews, Jewish 

leadership, a Jewish way of doing.  Jewish customs and Jewish scruples would be in place.  

Gentiles would be added to the church but it would be a very Jewish group. 
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Then there are riots.  An edict is issued.  By imperial decree the church in Rome is suddenly 

entirely and completely ... Gentile. 

In AD 55 Nero, the new Caesar, relaxed the edict.  Jews were allowed to return to the capital 

city.  Aquila and Priscilla, who Paul met and worked with in Corinth in Acts 18, will be found 

back in Rome in Romans 16.   

What would a sudden return of the Jews to Rome do to the congregation there?  It is not hard to 

imagine Jews returning ready to re-assume their place as the leaders and pillars of the church.  

“If you Gentiles will step back we’ll run things now.”  An attitude of “Let’s get back to the 

Jewish way of doing things” would come with them.  What would Gentiles say?  “Excuse us, but 

we’ve been doing just fine these five years without you and we aren’t about to give it all back to 

you.  Further, we won’t be bound by all your Jewish rules and regulations any more.”  Conflict 

(exactly as described in Romans 14) would surely follow. 

That is why Acts 18:2 may be the most important verse for understanding Romans.  It provides 

the setting for the church situation there that caused Paul to write this important epistle.  Many 

have termed Romans as Paul’s great doctrinal treatise, but Paul never writes pure doctrine for the 

sake of jotting down some theology.  When Paul writes a letter it is because a church is in trouble 

and needs help.  Romans isn’t any different.  The church in Rome was struggling with unity and 

Paul wrote to help them.  When we read Romans looking through the lens of Acts 18:2 and see 

its emphasis on unity the book makes a lot more sense.  You will immediately be struck by the 

prevalence of terms like “all” and “everyone.”  Paul’s message pounds through chapter after 

chapter: brethren, you’re all the same!  You are all sinners, you were all saved the same way, 

you all serve the same Lord ... now get along! 

Try reading Romans this way.  Underline the phrases and terms that connect the Romans 

together, like “all” and “everyone.”  Watch for Paul’s emphasis on unity. You may find the book 

makes a lot more sense and helps you appreciate and strive for unity with your own brethren.  

Give Romans a try! 

 
Mark Roberts is the editor of Pressing On.  He has been working with the Westside church in 

Irving for the last twenty-two years.  Fall brings all the good things to Mark’s life - football, 

hunting, hot chocolate and the promise of the Christmas holidays. 
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Be Wise Small  

by Dee Bowman 

I was just thinking today– 

You can’t do much about a problem until you first admit that it exists. 

You can’t press on toward the goal while you’re looking the other way. 

To defer to do good is to defer to be good. 

You can’t believe in Jesus until you believe all that He said. 

It’s wise to stop once in a while and take a look at the little things.  They matter. 

To a true servant of God, “do I have to be there on Wednesday night?” is like a young boy 

asking, “do I have to eat this home-made ice cream?” 

Doing it today, even if it’s inconvenient, is better than regretting not having done it tomorrow. 

A happy family is a gift from God.  

That reminds me of a statement made by Leo Tolstoy: “All happy families resemble one another, 

but each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way.” 

There’s more to worship than just being there.  There has to be a self-presentation made to God 

before there is any worship. 

Prayer keeps you close to God.  Neglect it and you will drift away. 

Far too many people spend time, effort, and money for a “make-over” but don’t have time to  

“make-over” the part of them that really matters. 

Recordings 

I have been around sound recording most of my adult life–first in broadcasting, then in making 

recordings of music.  Now I enjoy recording on to my Ipad; it’s filled with musical recordings 

made by talented people.  

A good recording device reproduces exactly what it hears–exactly. 

Have you ever listened to a recording of yourself?  How did you sound?  Did you like what you 

heard?  

God has a recording everything you say.  If we could hear a recording of what we have said, we  

might want to ask: 
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–“Did I say that?” 

–“Did I say that like that?” 

–“That’s not what I really meant to say.” 

–“Reckon anybody heard that?” 

Some Pertinent Paragraphs 

“Man, left unattended by inspiration, stands confused, bewildered, perplexed, confounded.  He 

finds great exasperation in his efforts to explain himself–what is his purpose in life, what is his 

eventuality. Furthermore, he is confused as to truth and his relationship toward it.  But he has 

Jesus, who came to relieve his consternation, release him from his superstitions, take away his  

fears, and identify for him a right course to pursuit.   Thank God, Jesus has lifted us!” 

“In this age there is a constant bombardment of the mind by the Devil. He is seeking a place to 

stay.  The competition for the mind is relentless and subtle. Secularism is cleverly disguised as 

success; materialism wears the mask of excellence; free love is passed off as freedom of human 

expression; homosexuality is identified as an alternate life style.  The answer to his constant 

effort to control us is simple: ‘Give no place to the Devil.’” 

“Winston Churchill, in an address at Harvard University in 1943, said, almost prophetically,  

‘The empires of the future will be empires of the mind.’  He was right.  In fact, man has in his 

own mind elevated himself to a height that makes him equal to, if not greater than God--

assuming he still believes there is a God.  As a result of this contemporary reasoning, religion in 

general has degenerated in our age to a rather pitiful version of what it once was.  This transition 

has produced  a kind of religious conglomeration of human philosophy, a darwinistic opinion 

that pompously proposes that man is little more than a talented animal, and that no truth exists 

outside of man– a sort of  subjective conclusion  that says everyone is OK, no matter what he is 

or what he believes.  So there’s no need to worry about the Bible or religion, or going to worship 

services in today’s world. Religion today seems to me to have concluded that God did not create 

man, man created God.”  

Final Points To Ponder 

If you’re not getting better, you’re likely getting worse. 

To walk is to proceed one step at a time.   

Gradual growth is the healthiest kind. 

Personal pondering usually proceeds from a private location. 
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Dee Bowman has been preaching for about 50 years.  He is the author of several books, was one 

of the editors of Christianity Magazine, and for several years was an adjunct professor at 

Florida College.  He has been associated with the Southside congregation in Pasadena, Texas 

for over 35 years. His wife is Norma and his children are Russ and Denise. 

Back to Table of Contents  
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Be Strong and Courageous 

Rich Preachers  

by Wilson Adams 

I don’t know any. Of course, I know some who are “rich” in other areas—family, friends, and 

faith. But the “financial” is usually not a part of that group. Fact is, and contrary to what some 

think, I don’t know anyone who makes a financial fortune by preaching. It doesn’t work that way 

(and probably for good reason). 

Scripture is plain about paying preachers. In fact, it is more than plain; it is blunt. “If we sowed 

spiritual things in you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? So the Lord directed 

those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel,” (1 Cor.9:11, 14). “For the 

Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,’ and ‘the laborer is worth of 

his wages’” (1 Tim.5:18). While the latter verse speaks of elders who double as shepherds and 

preachers (v.17), the principle certainly applies to those who give their lives to proclaiming the 

gospel (1 Cor.9:9).  

The Forbidden Self-Serving Subject 

If any subject is OFF-LIMITS this is it. It’s hard for preachers to speak to this biblical 

admonition without coming across as, well, you know. So, we let well enough alone. What 

qualifies me to confront it? Two things: (1) I’ve been preaching for thirty-six years and have a 

tiny touch of experience, and (2) I have no ax to grind.   

Brethren have been good to me. Sure, there have been exceptions, but I choose to move on and 

not worry about it since it doesn’t do any good anyway. There have been times when I’ve been 

taken care of with more than I deserved; there have been times when I felt taken advantage of. 

As best I can tell, it works out about even.  

It hasn’t always been that way. Historically, some of God’s people had poor attitudes toward 

paying the preacher. Maybe that’s because they were “poor” too (or uneducated). There was a 

time when the rule of thumb was simple: keep the preacher poor so you can keep him humble (it 

worked). Then, again, some were of the mind that he shouldn’t make more than the least among 

them. Add to that the “joy” of living in a preacher’s house—usually a few feet from the 

building—and you wonder why preachers half a century ago only stayed at a place two or three 

years. Go figure. 

Times Have Changed 

Attitudes toward paying preachers have changed for the better. Elders have decided it’s 

advantageous for the local church not to have a three-year revolving door. Preacher’s houses are 

a relic of the past in all but rural areas where housing may be unavailable. Churches encourage 



Pressing On Magazine, October 2014 
Page 10 

 

preachers to buy their own home, support them enough to do so, thus allowing them to put down 

deeper roots in the community. Apparently it has worked more times than not.  

I sat with some shepherds recently who were looking for a preacher after years of not having to 

go through “the process.” By their own admission, they were out of the loop when it came to 

how much they should pay a man to labor in their local vineyard. Those men “asked around” 

other churches to get a better idea as to what a man in their area might need. They weren’t trying 

to be nosy or intrusive or see over any flock but their own. They simply sought up-to-date 

information that would help them make an informed decision. Good for them!  

Like other areas, this is one where God allows our judgment. Wise are local leaders who seek to 

treat a man and his family well enough that he can devote his full time and attention to kingdom 

work. Sure, there are situations that call for sacrifice and “tent-making,” and a man who preaches 

for the right reason will know when that is. And not complain. 

Much of this comes down to open communication between elders and preachers, neither of 

whom should fear the “elephant in the room.” Periodic inquiry should be made on the part of 

leadership as to whether/not his needs are being met and what adjustments/changes need to be 

made. I know of no preacher who doesn’t appreciate and welcome that kind of openness and 

dialogue.   

The “Loaded” Question: “How Much?” 

That question ranks up there with: “How long should a preacher stay at a place?” How would I 

know? I don’t. I know what works for me, but I’m hesitant to offer advice beyond that—because 

situations differ. It’s the same with paying a preacher. A man preaching in the northeast or in 

major metropolitan areas with higher costs of living would need more than a brother laboring in 

more rural areas. Elders would do well in any situation, however, to gain as much information as 

possible and make informed decisions. Informed decisions always work better than “this is the 

way we’ve always done it” mentality. Ignorance is certainly not “bliss” for the preacher and his 

family. 

Like in other areas of work, age and experience should come into play. That’s common-sense.  

And then there are gospel meetings or special events where a church invites a brother to labor 

among them for a brief period of time. I smile when brethren ask me – “How much should we 

pay you?” It reminds me of the question asked by a groom after the wedding.  

Groom: “How much do I owe you?” 

Me: “Whatever you think she’s worth…” 

Apparently he thought she was worth $25. 
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I’ve held fifty-six meetings the past four years. If anyone thinks they are “vacations,” they are 

sadly mistaken. They are “work” and hard work. Here’s what I’ve found. Some brethren treat 

you fairly and some don’t. Rejoice in the former and read 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 for perspective 

on the latter. Gospel preachers don’t do what they do for the money anyway. Our calling is a lot 

higher than that (Jeremiah 20:9). If it’s not, then we need to find something else to do. I’ve never 

gone any place on the basis of what they could or could not pay. And never will. And all the 

preaching comrades I know would say the same. 

That said, I can tell you what is fair. Decide in advance what you believe is right to pay per the 

amount of lessons he presents and then give him 100% of his expenses (if he drives, give him .50 

per mile). I don’t know of anyone who would quibble with that (unless you think like the groom 

mentioned above). I’ve known instances where brethren pay a brother the same whether he 

travels 50 miles or 500 miles. That’s not right. 

I know what we do here. We pay a brother $200 per lesson plus expenses. And if we err, we do 

so on the side of grace rather than cheap.  

I’m thankful to God for brethren who take this seriously and who commit to taking care of a 

preacher and his family. Admittedly, this is one area that causes young men to think twice about 

preaching. Of course, anyone who thinks preaching is done for the financial reward will be 

disappointed. There are other rewards that exceed that one. 

Maybe something here will help. I trust it will not hinder. 

 
Wilson and Julie Adams live in Murfreesboro, Tennessee where he works in a two-preacher 

arrangement with the Veterans Parkway church while devoting much of his time to meeting 

work. In addition to gospel meetings and lectureships, Wilson does several "Where Is God When 

I Hurt?" weekends based on the book, "A Life Lost and Found," which he co-authored. When 

home, he pursues a passion for writing and is on a two-year mission to produce twenty-four 

adult study books in the "Courageous Living" series. Seventeen are now available (see the 

advertisement in this issue of Pressing On) and several churches are using these books with 

great success. 

Back to Table of Contents  
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Courageous Living Series 

The Courageous Living series of workbooks by Wilson Adams includes a variety of textual and 

topical studies that are grounded in the Word of God. Well-written, fresh and relevant, they serve 

as great tools for individual study, small-group discussions or congregational Bible classes. 

http://www.courageouslivingbooks.com 

The Psalms: Songs to Soothe the Soul (Vol. 1) 

The Psalms: Songs to Soothe the Soul (Vol. 2) 

Fast Facts About False Teachings 

From Pentecost to the Present Day: The History of the Lord’s Church 

Marriage Matters: Keeping the “Holy” in Matrimony 

Co-Parenting with God: Equipping Your Kids for Life 

The Beatitudes: Life-Changing Essentials 

The Sermon on the Mount: Dare to be Different (Vol. 1) 

The Sermon on the Mount: Dare to be Different (Vol. 2) 

Romans I: Finding a Fresh Start with God 

Romans II: Finding a Fresh Start with God 

The Ten Commandments: Our Character Crisis Revealed 

I and II Thessalonians – Rise and Shine 

I Corinthians II - Calm Answers for Church Problems (chapters II – 16) 

I Corinthians I – Calm Answers for Church Problems (Chapters 1-10) 

12 Choices – Life-changing Decisions You Must Make 

A Life Lost …and Found 

Around the House … Again 

Conversion – Getting Back to Basics 

Ecclesiastes – in Search of the Good Life 

GPS - God’s Positioning System 

New Testament Postcards – Tender Touches of Admonition 

Philippians – Discovering Contagious Joy 

Turning Point 

Nehemiah – Let Us Arise and Build 

Amazing Women of the Bible 

http://www.courageouslivingbooks.com/
http://www.onestone.com/the-psalms-songs-to-soothe-the-soul-vol-2.html
http://www.onestone.com/fast-facts-about-false-teachings.html
http://www.onestone.com/from-pentecost-to-the-present-day.html
http://www.onestone.com/marriage-matters.html
http://www.onestone.com/co-parenting-with-god.html
http://www.onestone.com/the-beattitudes.html
http://www.onestone.com/sermon-on-the-mount-i.html
http://www.onestone.com/sermon-on-the-mount-ii.html
http://www.onestone.com/romans-i-finding-a-fresh-start-with-god.html
http://www.onestone.com/romans-ii-finding-a-fresh-start-with-god.html
http://www.onestone.com/the-ten-commandments-god-s-rules-for-moral-living.html
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…with more to come. Each workbook follows the same format and includes 12 lessons with both 

text and discussion questions. The next time you’re looking for good material to supplement 

your study and application of the Bible, you would do well to consider the Courageous 

Living series. 

To Order: Call 979-779-1234 or Email: order@TopsPrinting.com 

Back to Table of Contents  
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Mind Your Faith 

Personalities and Gifts that Differ 

by Doy Moyer 

One of the many concepts that come through Scripture is how God can use different personalities 

to accomplish His work. Paul was not Peter, and John was not Matthew, and these differences in 

personalities, vocabularies, and ways of phrasing ideas are obvious just in surface reading. That 

God did not make them into robots is clear; that He used them for their personalities to 

accomplish great good is also clear. God used a man who had been a tax collector, and He also 

used a man who had been a zealot — two men on opposite ends of the political spectrum, but 

coming together in Christ for the same spiritual goals.  

We should learn from this. How often do we hear about congregational divisions based not on 

doctrine, but on personality differences? Or how often do we hear criticisms of others based on 

differing personalities? Christians need to be very careful here.  

I’m no psychologist, but I have been a student of people for a long time; and I also know myself. 

There are those who tend toward introversion and those who tend toward extroversion. There are 

the inhibited and the uninhibited. There are conversationalists, and there are those who quietly 

observe. Christians, as with any group of people, are comprised of the whole range of 

personalities. Take care that we do not judge one another just for that, for while Scripture speaks 

of sins and attitudes, it does not marginalize personalities — that one is more of a sinner or more 

righteous because he is more or less outgoing and more or less quiet or talkative. “As each has 

received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God 's varied grace” (1 Peter 

4:10).  

This is not to say that we all shouldn’t strive to manifest the fruit of the Spirit in every way 

possible (Galatians 5:22-24). This is not to argue that we are excused from trying to be an 

example and from reaching out with the Gospel. Nor is it to argue that we should, to the best of 

our abilities, make adjustments to become all things to all people within the boundaries of truth 

(1 Corinthians 9:22-23). All of us must strive to improve. But even within these efforts there is 

room for varying personality traits. Andrew was not expected to be Paul, and John was not told 

to change his personality to be like Peter. They all had their place in the work of God. So do we 

all (cf. Romans 12:6-8).  

Just because someone doesn’t say something the way I would does not mean there is a problem. I 

may even deem something a little harsher or a little too soft for my personal tastes, but this is 

nothing the apostles didn’t face (e.g., the criticisms of Paul in 2 Corinthians 10-11). When we 

criticize someone just because that person didn’t approach an issue exactly like we do, or 

because we prefer to say it another way, we may be manifesting a bit of pettiness and 

discouraging others in the process. If they really are abusing truth or teaching error, then that’s 
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what needs to be addressed. If the attitude is obviously out of place, then address that with the 

person.  

The other factor here has to do with the way personality differences also receive or hear 

teaching. What works for one may not work for another. I might need to be dealt with bluntly 

while you might need a very gentle reminder (note the differences in the way Paul wrote to the 

Corinthians versus the way he approached Philemon). One preacher might reach one group, 

while another reaches a completely different target group because they respond differently to 

personality types. This doesn’t mean that the one they didn’t respond as well to was mean-

spirited or making terrible arguments or trying to turn people off. Sometimes it’s just a personal 

difference in perception, and when we have multiple preachers and teachers who are reaching 

out, one may succeed where another won’t. It has always been this way, and thank God for it! 

I was impressed with all of this when, as a teenager, I heard two very different preachers who 

were working together in a gospel effort. They were both effective in their own ways, though 

they were far from clones of each other. And in the end, they were more effective together to 

reach more people. I wonder sometimes if we ought to be more conscious of using different 

personalities for that reason.  

Thank the Lord that He can still make us one even though we are each individuals with very 

different ways of communicating and interacting with others. I am thankful for preachers, 

teachers, and all servants of God who serve Him through their own unique personalities and are 

dedicated to His truth. 

 
Doy Moyer brings his clear thinking and concise assessment of the issues of our day to our 

pages. Doy is a Bible professor at Florida College and as such is well connected to young people 

and what they are thinking. He also is an avid reader and is well aware of the attacks against 

our faith that the enemy mounts. Read him and you will find that you are thinking more clearly 

on key matters that affect your faith.  You can read more of his good work at his blog, located at 

www.mindyourfaith.com  

Back to Table of Contents  
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Special for October Pressing On Magazine 

A Chapel Talk - Defaming the Virgins of Israel 

By Josh Creel 

Editor’s Note: Josh Creel spoke recently in the chapel devotional at Florida College.  Below is 

the text of his lesson, edited for print publication.  It’s a delight that so many young people heard 

this important message and we are glad to give it wider circulation.  Share it with others!  - mark 

One in four. 

One in three. 

One in two. 

I ask that you consider these statistics for a few minutes. One in four. One in three. One in two. 

These statistics tell a tale, one that is horrific and sad. These statistics paint a picture of a society 

that has fallen very far. One in four. One in three. One in two. 

One in four women in college will be raped or be the subject of attempted rape. 

One in three women are physically abused in a relationship. 

One in two Christian men admit to being addicted to pornography. 

One in four. One in three. One in two. Statistics that are troubling enough on the surface, but 

even more so when examined in the light of Scripture. Consider for a moment a very troubling 

passage contained in Israel’s Law: 

“If any man takes a wife and goes in to her and then turns against her, and charges her with 

shameful deeds and publicly defames her, and says, ‘I took this woman, but when I came 

near her, I did not find her a virgin,’ then the girl’s father and her mother shall take and 

bring out the evidence of the girl’s virginity to the elders of the city at the gate. “The girl’s 

father shall say to the elders, ‘I gave my daughter to this man for a wife, but he turned 

against her; and behold, he has charged her with shameful deeds, saying, “I did not find 

your daughter a virgin.” But this is the evidence of my daughter’s virginity.’ And they shall 

spread the garment before the elders of the city. “So the elders of that city shall take the 

man and chastise him, and they shall fine him a hundred shekels of silver and give it to the 

girl’s father, because he publicly defamed a virgin of Israel” (Deuteronomy 22:13-19). 

This disturbing episode from the Law is the tale of a callous man who has treated his wife 

as nothing more than a warm body, someone who could fulfill his sexual desires, but not 

someone worthy of being his equal and companion. His crime? He defamed a virgin of 

Israel. 
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One in four. One in three. One in two. To be able to defame another person first of all means that 

person is deserving of fame, worthy of honor. And God has emphatically stated that His 

daughters are worthy of fame! Recall that both male and female were created in God’s image 

(Genesis 1:26-27), that the wise man extolled the “excellent wife” as “the crown of her 

husband,” (Proverbs 12:4) and that husbands are to show honor to their wives “as a fellow heir of 

the grace of life,” (1 Peter 3:7). Women are both honored and elevated by their God and Creator.  

One in four. One in three. One in two. Yet, the statistics point to the awful conclusion that our 

society has devalued and degraded the value of God’s daughters. Much like the man pictured in 

Deuteronomy 22, women have come to be valued for their sexual properties, their ability to 

fulfill our base desires. They are not being treated as the daughters of God who are created in His 

image, those who are deserving of honor. The virgins of Israel are being defamed. 

One in four. One in three. One in two. Young men, I ask you to search deep within your souls. 

How do you think of these women, these virgins of Israel? No, I’m not accusing you of being 

able or willing to sexually assault or physically abuse one of them. But search deep within. Has 

your view of God’s daughters been corrupted and perverted by society’s view of them? Has 

pornography demeaned and defamed the daughters of Israel in your mind? I would beg of you to 

consider that none of the women whose bodies you’ve seen on your computer screen dreamed of 

doing this when they were little girls. No, they held themselves in higher regard than that. We’ve 

defamed them. If you’re struggling, get help today. Become accountable to someone today! 

Don’t let the virgins of Israel be defamed in your eyes. 

One in four. One in three. One in two. Young women, take back the honor that is yours. Do not 

allow this world to judge you based on the sexual appeal of your bodies. Value what God has to 

say about modesty. It’s not some archaic means of suppressing you, but of preserving your 

inherent honor. Make it clear to any young man who is interested in you that your body is for 

your future husband. Hold yourself in high regard and others will follow suit. 

One in four. One in three. On in two. Young men, look around you. These are the daughters of 

God, the virgins of Israel. They are worthy of respect and honor. Do not defame them. 

 
Joshua Creel works with the University church of Christ in Tampa, Florida. He and his wife, 

Jana, have been married for 10 years and are parents of two young boys: Jared (age 5) and 

Ethan (age 2). Josh attended the University of Alabama to pursue a medical degree, but decided 

while in school to change course and work for the Great Physician. He graduated from UA in 

2000 and has worked with churches in Alabama and Florida since then. 
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From the Pasture 

When Leaders Are Discouraged 

by Rusty Miller 

One of the chief duties of shepherding is being an encouragement to those who are discouraged.  

It is an essential part of the process of building up the body of Christ, but what happens when 

leaders are discouraged?  Is there a Biblical pattern for shepherds to deal with their own 

discouragement? 

I believe there is such a pattern, and this article will examine three Bible passages, two from the 

Old Testament and one from the New, to help us when we are discouraged as leaders of God’s 

people.  However, anyone looking for a quick and easy fix can stop reading now, as God’s plan 

involves more work and more focus, not less. 

Fix the real problem.  The first example is found in Joshua 7.  Israel, riding the high of their 

conquest of Jericho, goes to Ai and is soundly defeated, losing 36 warriors in the process (vv. 2-

5).  Joshua is deeply discouraged, to the point that he prays to God for a long period, even 

questioning God’s motives at one point (vv. 6-9). 

This is not an uncommon situation for leaders today; sometimes great success is followed by 

heartbreaking failure, and it is easy to become discouraged at such a point, maybe even 

wondering why we are not allowed to enjoy the success for a little while.  God’s answer to 

Joshua provides us with great insight in dealing with such discouragement. 

 “The LORD said to Joshua, ‘Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? 
 
Israel has sinned’” (vv. 

10-11a).  Joshua needed to look for the real problem, because rather than God’s motives, the 

problem was sin. 

That is not to say all our failures will be related to sin, but it does point out an important function 

of leadership.  As leaders, we need to look for and work to fix the real problem, rather than 

trying to find somewhere or someone on whom to place the blame.  Joshua wanted to point a 

finger at God, but God wanted Joshua to open his eyes and determine why Israel had failed.  

Once the real problem was handled, Israel went on to great success at Ai (8:1-29). 

Focus on others who are serving.  Our second example is from 1 Kings 19.  Again, we have a 

leader of God’s people, Elijah, coming off a great success; in this case the victory of God over 

the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel, but instead of this causing a great revival, Elijah’s life is 

threatened by the wicked queen Jezebel, and so he flees (vv. 1-3). 

When God talks to Elijah, he voices his discouragement.  “I have been very jealous for the LORD, 

the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 
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and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to 

take it away” (v. 10). 

This is also a dangerous trap for God’s leaders, the idea that we are the only ones serving God.  

When we are discouraged, it is easy to lose focus and forget about others who are striving to do 

what is right.  God’s answer is illuminating: “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 

Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. And Jehu the 

son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-

meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place.  And the one who escapes from the sword 

of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha 

put to death. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, 

and every mouth that has not kissed him” (vv. 15-18). 

We need to remember that God knows all who serve Him, and we would do well to look around 

and see those people as well.  Having done that, we should then get busy helping them in their 

service to God.  The key is turning our focus from our own problems to the work of others. 

Encourage others more.  Finally, our New Testament example is from Acts 15.  Following the 

conference at Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas make plans to return to the churches they had visited 

on their first trip, but have a serious disagreement about taking along John Mark (vv, 36-38).  

The disagreement was so serious that they ended up separating (v. 39a).  At this point, it would 

have been easy for both men to become discouraged and quit working entirely. 

Instead, what actually happens is that more work is accomplished.  Barnabas takes John Mark 

and goes to Cyprus to encourage the brethren there, while Paul takes Silas to encourage the 

brethren in Syria and Cilicia (vv. 39b-41). 

What a great example for leaders today.  Paul and Barnabas disagreed over a matter of opinion, 

but rather than continue to fight and wrangle about it, or to get so discouraged that nothing is 

accomplished, they both went to work encouraging others.  Sometimes, focusing on encouraging 

others is just what we need to get ourselves moving again. 

Leaders will get discouraged; it is part of the job, but God’s plan is for leaders to keep working.  

We should work at fixing the real problems, rather than placing blame.  We should focus on the 

service of others, and we should encourage them in that service. 

 
Rusty Miller has served the Westside church in Irving, Texas as one of her shepherds for 

thirteen years.  One of his great joys is that he got to serve with his earthly father for almost ten 

of those years.  He enjoys writing, having blogged through Westside’s daily Bible reading for 

several years, and he hopes this new column will have an impact on fellow shepherds. 
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Now and Then 

The Bitter Lessons of Isolationism and Breaking Our Word  

by Chuck Durham 

The Japanese shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu took control of Japan in 1603, and he, along with 

successive shoguns, resisted change and anything “non-Japanese.”  Catholic missionaries were 

seen as a threatening influence on Japanese culture which resulted in Christianity being 

effectively banned from Japan by the early 1630s.  No Japanese were allowed to travel abroad 

and no foreigners were permitted into the country.  So stringent were these measures that 

shipwrecked sailors washing ashore were summarily executed.  For over two centuries Japan 

lived in almost total isolation from the rest of the world. 

Enter Commodore Matthew Perry and an American Fleet of four warships anchoring in Tokyo 

Bay in July 1853.  After sailing to China, Perry returned to Japan in March 1854, this time with 

ten warships.  Along with the awe-inspiring U.S. military might, Perry sent the Japanese gifts, a 

telegraph machine and a tiny locomotive.  This display of Western power shook Japan to its core.  

They could easily be overwhelmed by the forces arrayed against them. The Japanese knew they 

could no longer fight the inevitable—they must change with the times or perish! 

As a result, the U.S. and Japan signed, on March 31, 1854, the Treaty of Kanagawa, which was 

to guarantee “a perfect, permanent and universal peace and a sincere and cordial amity” between 

Japan and the United States.  Japan was at last opened to the modern world (-adapted from W. B. 

Marsh and Bruce Carrick, Great Stories From History Every Day of the Year, 134), 

No one can truly live in isolation from the world around them.  Plenty of monks and ascetics 

have tried to “separate” from the world by physically removing themselves from society.  But it 

has always ended in failure.  Those doing so have thought this to be the essence of true 

Christianity. But in truth it is a mockery of Jesus’ teachings.  How can one be the salt of the earth 

and the light of the world living alone in a cave on a mountain top?  When Paul wrote regarding 

the treatment of sexually immoral Christians, he added: “Yet I certainly did not mean with the 

sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since 

then you would need to go out of the world” (1 Corinthians 5:10).  How can a Christian involve 

himself with non-Christians if he or she is ensconced in a monastery with no contact with the 

outside world?  This kind of Christianity is not the Christianity that Jesus founded, but some 

man-made distortion.  Japan learned the bitter lesson of isolationism—the world will pass you 

by, and with nations, it is a death sentence!  So, too, Christians must learn that while we live “in” 

the world, we must never let the world live “in” us (cf. 1 John 2:15-17; 1 Peter 1:13-16.).  We 

must live in this world to save others.  If we live in isolation from them, then how can the salt do 

its work?  If we are secluded from the world, how can the light shine the glorious Gospel of 

Jesus Christ into the corrupt hearts of a dying world?  We must live in our times and co-mingle 

with the people of our age if we are to do the Lord’s work. 
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Christians can also isolate themselves because of their deep-seated mistrust of other people due 

to terrible abuse and mistreatment in their past.  And that is the worst tragedy of all, for we were 

meant to shine as lights in the midst of a crooked and perverse world (Philippians 2:15).  Was 

anyone more maltreated than Jesus, or Paul?  If we withdraw into a protective shell, what will we 

answer Him in the final judgment?  “Well, I was so hurt that I made up my mind no one would 

ever hurt me like that again.” Do we seriously think the Lord will answer: “Well done thou good 

and faithful servant?” 

Another lesson involves the events of December 7, 1941.  A “perfect, permanent, universal 

peace” between Japan and the U.S. is what the Treaty of Kanagawa guaranteed.  It came to a 

bitter end when Japanese Zeros rained their destruction on U.S. warships anchored in Pearl 

Harbor. Words are meaningless tripe in the mouths of most people.  Nothing is guaranteed in this 

sinful world.  One generation can promise all it wants.  But another arises after it “who knows 

not Joseph,” and does the very opposite of what their ancestors swore to uphold.  Where is the 

“honor” in betraying your ancestors’ wishes?  How is it ever admirable to lie? 

Jesus warns us that by our words we will be justified and by our words we will be condemned 

(Matthew 12:35-37).  Words reveal the heart.  What we think is what proceeds forth from our 

lips.  If we lie in words, it is because we have a deceitful heart.  Lying in the smallest of matters 

only causes us to lie when it truly matters!  We must take seriously the upholding of truth in all 

our dealings.  Paul warned us: “Therefore, putting away lying, ‘Let each one of you speak truth 

with his neighbor,’ for we are members of one another” (Ephesians 5:25).  Let our “Yea, be Yea; 

and our Nay, Nay.”  Whatever is more than this, is from Satan, and not from God (cf. Matthew 

5:37). 

Hard lessons to be learned, but an appalling price to pay if we do not! 

 
Chuck Durham preaches for the Twin City church of Christ in College Station, Texas.  He is an 

amateur history buff who loves working with college kids building their faith.  Chuck writes "I 

owe what I am to the grace of Jesus Christ and the loving work of my wife, Wilna.  I am the 

proud father of a great young man, Jonathan."  In his spare time Chuck enjoys reading history, 

gardening, beekeeping, and walking “Suzy” the dog.  You can reach him at 

durhamchuk@aol.com    
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Guest Columnist 

The Scarlet Woman and Her Scarlet Cord 

by Dene Ward 

Rahab was a harlot, what we would call a prostitute.  I have come across many commentators 

who have tried their best to turn her into an “innkeeper,” but the word just won’t allow it.  

The Hebrew word in Josh 2:1 is zanah.  It is also translated commit fornication, go awhoring, 

play the harlot, play the whore, whorish, whore, etc.  It is used in Lev 19:29; Hos 4:13; Ex 

34:16; Isa 23:17 and many other places where the meaning is quite clear.  In the New Testament, 

the word is porne, in James 2:25 for example, and I do not imagine I need to tell you the English 

word we get from that Greek one.  This same word is translated whore in Rev 17:1,15,16; 19:2.  

Rahab was a harlot, no ifs, ands, or buts about it. 

So what is the problem with commentators who insist on “innkeeper?”  The same one the 

Pharisees had.  If Jesus was the Messiah, how could he possibly associate with publicans and 

sinners?  If Rahab was a harlot, how could she possibly be in the genealogy of Christ?  Yet they 

talk about the grace and mercy of God like they understand it better than we do. 

And sometimes we are no better.  Whom do we open our arms to when they walk through our 

doors?  Whom do we actively seek and label “good prospects for the gospel?”  Yet the people we 

choose to shun are the people who understand grace because they understand their need for it.  

We are a bit like the rich, young ruler, who, though he knew something was missing in his life 

despite all the laws he kept faithfully, still thought his salvation depended upon something he 

could do. 

Rahab showed her dependence on God with a scarlet line she hung from her window.  Did you 

know that word is only translated “line” twice in the Old Testament, counting this occurrence in 

Joshua 2:21?  The other translations are expectation (seven times such as Psalm 62:5), hope (23 

times, such as Jeremiah 17:13; Psalm 71:5), and the thing that I long for (once, Job 6:8).  I do 

believe it was a literal rope of some sort, but it seems more than passing coincidence that the 

word most of the time has those other meanings.  I have often wondered what her neighbors 

thought of that cord hanging there, but every day Rahab was reminded of the salvation she did 

not deserve, that she hoped for, longed for, and expected to receive when those people marched 

into the land.   

When we get a little too big for our britches, a little too proud of our pedigree in the kingdom, 

maybe we need to hang a scarlet cord in our windows to remind us what we used to be, and what 

we have waiting for us in spite of that. 

But when the kindness of God our Savior, and his love toward man, appeared, not by works done 

in righteousness, which we did ourselves, but according to his mercy he saved us, through the 
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washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, which he poured out upon us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by his grace we might be made heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life.  Titus 3:4-7 

 
Dene Ward has been a farm wife, a law enforcement officer’s wife, a preacher’s wife, and a 

music teacher recognized for excellence and elected to state office. As a young woman she 

became concerned with the lack of depth in women’s Bible class literature and developed Born 

of a Woman and its companion teacher’s manual, which has become a classic. When 

encroaching blindness took her music career away, she turned to writing devotionals and 

eventually created the blog, www.flightpaths.weebly.com. Dene also speaks at women's retreats 

and lectureships. She lives in Lake Butler, Florida with her husband of 40 years, Keith. She is 

the mother of two sons, Lucas and Nathan, and grandmother of two grandsons, Silas and Judah. 
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Truth Connections 

Holding Back, or Holding On? 

by Warren E. Berkley 

When we talk to people who are not Christians, and they have heard the gospel but delay 

obedience we often think or say, “they are holding back.” 

There are people who come to our church buildings regularly and have heard the gospel over and 

over. Or, they have studied in homes with Christians. They know that God is real, that Jesus is 

His Son, that His death was a sacrifice for sin. They know Jesus arose from the dead and 

ascended to the right hand of God. They have listened to all the passages that teach the right 

response, so they know about confession, repentance and baptism. Yet, weeks and months and 

years go by … no response.  

While we often say, “they are holding back,” it may be more accurate to say, “they are 

holding on…” It’s not holding back, but holding on to something. 

A former religion, a cherished relationship, a good measure of popularity, a family religious 

tradition, the cares of this world, some personally preferred sin, etc. It’s not that the alien sinner 

is holding back. They are holding on to something, not willing to give up something they cherish. 

For example, the apostle Paul before his obedience, held on to his status in Judaism, but [on the 

road to Damascus] gave it up – to be a Christian, to have the excellence of the knowledge of 

Jesus Christ. 

Truth Connection: “…though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone 

else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth 

day, of the people of Israel,  of the tribe of Benjamin,  a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 

Pharisee; as to zeal,  a persecutor of the church;  as to righteousness under the 

law, blameless.  But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count 

everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 

sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ  and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 

but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—

that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming 

like him in his death,  that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.” 

Philippians 3:4-11 

 
Warren Berkley is widely known as an excellent student of God’s Word, and as a faithful 

preacher of that Word.  He is an assistant editor for Pressing On.  He and his wife Paula work 

with the church in McAllen, Texas which is just across the border from Mexico.  You can 
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followWarren on Facebook - which will brighten your day and amuse you considerably - and 

read more from his pen at Expository Files (www.expositoryfiles.com). 
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What’s On My Kindle 

by Warren E. Berkley 

Kindle Titles by Casey Head 

Casey Head is 29 years old. He has been married to Amber for 10 years and they have six 

children. He has been preaching full-time for almost 11 years (in Wisconsin, North Carolina and 

Kentucky). He is currently working with the church of Christ on Queen’s Way in Sparks, 

Nevada.  He is also a writer and author of several titles available for your Kindle e-reader or 

Kindle app.  I recently had the chance to talk books, Kindles and writing with Casey. 

First, I asked about his Silver Falls Series: 

“My vision for the Silver Falls Series is to finish it in the next year or so. I have written or 

published six books in the series, and part 1 of the finale is currently undergoing a third round of 

editing. I've been really, really busy this summer and fall, but I hope to start on 'Blood Legion, 

Part 2' at the beginning of 2015. I'm looking forward to bringing this series to a close, to see the 

complete story of Flynn Sorrel, the brave, although flawed, rabbit from Silver Falls.” 

I asked Casey about his future Kindle publishing plans: 

 “As far as future Kindle publishing plans, I plan on adding book 7 of the Silver Falls series, 

'Blood Legion, Part 1,' to the Kindle bookstore this fall. As I mentioned above, I hope to finalize 

the series by the fall of next year. Once I'm done with the Silver Falls series, I'd like to work on a 

few books that fall into a category that I call 'Historical, Biblical Fiction.' I have two books for 

the Kindle that fit into this mold already - 'Avenger of Blood' and 'Eli's Quest for Truth.' These 

are stories that are set in the biblical day and culture.” 

Here are links to his kindle books: 

Book One of Psalms 

Holy Spirit Baptism 

The Age Of The Earth 

Silver Falls Series: 

Silver Falls, Wayward 

Silver Falls, Two Journeys 

Silver Falls, Spring Rose 

Silver Falls, Harvest Blizzard 

http://www.amazon.com/Avenger-Blood-Casey-Head-ebook/dp/B006ZCCDFM/ref=la_B0056988KE_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1410536483&sr=1-5
http://www.amazon.com/Elis-Quest-Truth-Casey-Head-ebook/dp/B005C20MS6/ref=la_B0056988KE_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1410536483&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Book-One-Psalms-Casey-Head-ebook/dp/B007011AW4/ref=la_B0056988KE_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1410536483&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.com/Holy-Spirit-Baptism-Casey-Head-ebook/dp/B006ZN2IBA/ref=la_B0056988KE_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1410536483&sr=1-3
http://www.amazon.com/Age-Earth-Casey-Head-ebook/dp/B0078P7EQ8/ref=la_B0056988KE_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1410536483&sr=1-4
http://www.amazon.com/Wayward-Silver-Falls-Book-1-ebook/dp/B0055HG246/ref=la_B0056988KE_1_10?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1410536483&sr=1-10
http://www.amazon.com/Two-Journeys-Silver-Falls-Book-ebook/dp/B0055ON260/ref=la_B0056988KE_1_9?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1410536483&sr=1-9
http://www.amazon.com/Spring-Rose-Silver-Falls-Book-ebook/dp/B005C20IKS/ref=la_B0056988KE_1_8?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1410536483&sr=1-8
http://www.amazon.com/Harvest-Blizzard-Silver-Falls-Book-ebook/dp/B0055P1IBA/ref=la_B0056988KE_1_7?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1410536483&sr=1-7
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Amazon.com: Casey Head: Books, Biography, Blog, Audiobooks, Kindle 
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